MTS       HINTS ON READING ACADEMIC ARTICLES IN HISTORY
Academic history articles come in many forms, and differ from books in significant ways. But getting a handle on them can be achieved in much the same way as getting command of an academic history book. 
1. Academic articles come in many forms: brief narratives; fully developed monographic studies (often for a forthcoming book); methodological studies in research or source problems; research reports (though these are much less common than in other fields); book reviews of secondary works; review essays on bodies of secondary writing; essays on teaching; film and exhibit reviews; state-of-the-field essays; needs and opportunities essays on areas in need of greater research or study; forums on major issues; and the like.

2. These generally appear in academic journals: which range from the top flight journals like the American Historical Review (AHR) and the Journal of American History (JAH) to special topic journals like The History Teacher or publications like California History issued by historical societies. 

3. These journals, as you all know, are also called “serials” because they are published at regular intervals, whether quarterly, semi-annually, annually, or intermittently.

4. Most historical articles are straightforward; but monographic work, like Gary Nash’s article in the JAH, tend to be more packed than books, for a number of reasons: because the author is including many of the main aspects of the book – including the main point; because articles still require substantial historiographical references to other secondary works and essential evidence; because history always has to be set in some kind of context; and because all this material is packed into a relatively small space. Articles are also often more directly focused on precise ideas or historiographical arguments than academic books, because books have greater space within which to present the many aspects of the subject matter. 
5. Nevertheless, analyzing an academic article may be done in much the same way as analyzing any historical writing: by reading the introduction, topic sentences, and conclusion first; and then exploring more closely the main point and evidence in the work’s larger discussion. 
