TEACHING PROBLEMS
· Is the FQ a good one? (FQ: What caused the tragedy?)
· What should the research question be? (RQ: Were students able to answer the FQ using the primary sources and other materials we gave them? IN PARTICULAR: Will they distinguish between the causes of the fire vs. the causes of the tragedy?)
· What IS the ideal answer to the FQ?

· How does this lesson fit into the larger subunit/unit/course?

· What are the expected learning outcomes? What evidence of that learning do we expect to see?

· How do we expect student(s) X (focus student(s): EL?)  to respond?

· What specific background knowledge is needed for the lesson?

· What do we want students to do with the documents? What product(s) do we want them to create?

· Which film clip to use? How? At what point in the lesson?

· What mix of images and writing do we want to have, given the time constraint (one-hour class) we have?

· Which documents do we use? How do we use them to lead students to desired understanding?

· Do we use the same documents for each group of students? 

· How do we group students? Do we let students decide on groups?

· How do we split up the documents among the groups, if groups are to have different documents?

· How do we make documents accessible…e.g., front-loading vocabulary? excerpting?
· How do we hook students into the lesson?
· What prior student knowledge and experiences might we draw upon (e.g., 9/11) to motivate students and help them understand the core concepts?

FINAL CONSIDERATION: Bring in actual history and research (and refer to faculty advisor!)
