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CORE WTMA3 PRACTICES AND TOOLS

PRACTICES

· PLC’s: collaboration and community

· Learning from experts

· Direct interaction with historians

· Lecture/Discussion
· Faculty advisors

· Meet the Scholars

· Historical literacy

· Sheltered instructional strategies applicable to all students

· Thinking and doing history like a historian

· Reading history

· Concept of “nodalism”

· Concept of “periodization”

· Historiography

· Looking at the “whole of history” together (grades 8/11) and in grade/ chronologically-specific groups

· Using primary sources as tools to engage ourselves and then students in the process of thinking like a historian

· Comprehensive course planning

· Clearly defining student learning objectives/outcomes

· Backwards planning

· Establishing essential questions for the school year

· Establishing themes to run through the school year (as “strands”)

· Developing multiple assessments

· Relating standards-based content to current events/issues

· Developing pacing guides

· Effective approaches for standards-based reviews of content from prior grades

· Lesson study as “problem”-centered approach to instructional change

· Making understanding visible

· Making primary and secondary sources accessible to students
· Scaffolding instruction

· “Hooking” students
· Grade/Chronologically-specific, in-depth historical research incorporated into the process

· Protocol-based student observations

· Exploration of student work

PRACTICES (cont’d)
· Developing a common activity to generate student work
· Developing project website as…
· Communications tool

· Resource base

· History Day connections (theme: Revolutions in History)

· History Day implementation

· Formative evaluations including reflections on and applications to classroom assessments

· Rubrics incorporating multiple modalities

· Writing out own answers

TOOLBOX

· History lectures = content and analysis approaches
· Readings

· History

· Historical thinking (Bain, etc.)

· Collaborative planning time

· Comprehensive Course Plan (including templates)

· Project website

· Library of lessons

· Insights into instructional practice

· “Back door” area

· Criteria for effective lesson plans

· “Historical Significance” activity

· DBQ’s and Mini-DBQ’s

· “How to teach expository reading” (UCBHSSP)

· “How to incorporate analysis of primary sources into historical writing” (UCBHSSP)
· “How to write a history essay” (UCBHSSP)
· “History of Standards” PowerPoint

· Results of WTMA2 project evaluation
· Project assessments: pre-post test, etc.

· Excerpting/Adapting/Modifying primary sources

· History-SS Framework

· Common Core Standards

· NCSS National Curriculum Standards

· Thematic strand lesson plan

· “Schemes to Frame a Course”

· Pacing guides

· Writing our own DBQ’s (with parameters)
